
“Make a joyful noise to the 
 Lord, all the earth! Serve the Lord with gladness! Come into His presence 
with singing! Know that the Lord, He is God! It is He who made us, and we 
are His; we are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. Enter His gates 
with thanksgiving, and His courts 
 with praise! Give thanks to Him; bless His name! For the Lord is good; 
His steadfast love endures forever, and His faithfulness to all 
generations.”

Opening praise: CH4 549 – 
 "How deep the Father's love for us"

1st reading: Amos 5:6-7 
 NIV:

“Seek the Lord and live, or 
 He will sweep through the tribes of Joseph like a fire; it will devour them, 
and Bethel will have no one to quench it. There are those who turn justice 
into bitterness and cast righteousness to the ground.”

Amos 5:10-15 NIV

“There are those who hate 
 the one who upholds justice in court and detest the one who tells the 
truth. You levy a straw tax on the poor and impose a tax on their grain. 
Therefore, though you have built stone mansions, you will not live in them; 
though you have planted lush vineyards, 
 you will not drink their wine. For I know how many are your offenses and 
how great your sins. There are those who oppress the innocent and take 
bribes and deprive the poor of justice in the courts. Therefore the prudent 
keep quiet in such times, for the times 
 are evil. Seek good, not evil, that you may live. Then the Lord God 
Almighty will be with you, just as you say He is. Hate evil, love good; 
maintain justice in the courts. Perhaps the Lord God Almighty will have 
mercy on the remnant of Joseph.”

Prayer of adoration and confession:

Almighty God, we come before 
 You with heads bowed in reverence and awe. We are aware of the grace 
extended to us, that we, mere specks in the immensity of Your creation 
have not earned this privilege. Yet, in Your unfathomable love You invite 
us to come. We are in awe of Your creation 
 in all its rich power and diversity, amazed that You offer humanity insights 
into its workings.



Dear Lord, we acknowledge 
 that we do not earn the right to approach through our riches, intellect or 
positions of power. All are welcome in Your presence through the sacrifice 
of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Saviour. That same Jesus taught us that 
human standards of importance do not 
 matter to You. Instead, a contrite heart and a willingness to set self aside 
in Your service gain the reward of entering Your presence.

Heavenly Father, as we stumble 
 along Your way help to keep us to the path of obedience that Jesus trod. 
We bring before You now our sins of commission and omission. Your word 
has sometimes remained closed, gathering dust when we were most in 
need of its comfort and direction. We have been 
 guilty of harsh words when words of support or encouragement were 
needed. We have misused the time You have given us, pursuing our own 
desires instead of seeking the path You want for us. We are forgetful of 
loving our neighbour and following the example Jesus 
 set for us. In a moment of silence we bring before You our sins….

Almighty God, we ask for Your 
 forgiveness through the saving blood of Jesus Christ our Saviour and 
now speak the words of the prayer He taught us:

Lord’s Prayer 

2nd hymn: CH4 506 – "All I 
 once held dear"

2nd reading: Mark 10:17-31 
 NIV:

The rich young man 

“As Jesus started on His way, 
 a man ran up to Him and fell on his knees before Him. “Good teacher,” he 
asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” “Why do you call Me good?” 
Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. You know the 
commandments: ‘You shall not murder, you shall 
 not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not give false 
testimony, you shall not defraud, honor your father and mother.’” 
“Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.” Jesus 
looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” 
 He said. “Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will 
have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow Me.” At this the man’s face 
fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth. Jesus looked 
around and said to His disciples, “How hard it 



 is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!” The disciples were amazed at 
His words. But Jesus said again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the 
kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle 
than for someone who is rich to enter 
 the kingdom of God.” The disciples were even more amazed, and said to 
each other, “Who then can be saved?” Jesus looked at them and said, 
“With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with 
God.” Then Peter spoke up, “We have left 
 everything to follow You!” “Truly I tell you,” Jesus replied, “no one who 
has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields 
for Me and the gospel will fail to receive a hundred times as much in this 
present age: homes, brothers, 
 sisters, mothers, children and fields—along with persecutions—and in the 
age to come eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last 
first.””

Orkney reflections

3rd hymn: CH4 187 – "There's 
 a wideness in God's mercy"

Message:

The theme of Amos is the universal 
 justice of God. The Israelites clearly expected a “day of the Lord” when all 
their enemies would be judged. What they were not prepared for was that 
they too would be judged. In fact, they would be held more accountable 
than their neighbours.

After about 780 - 745 B.C., 
 the Assyrian Empire was unable to continue the pressure it had put on 
the nations of the Canaanite coast during the previous century. At the 
same time, both Judah and Israel were blessed with fairly stable 
governments. As a result of these two factors, the 
 two nations (especially Israel) were experiencing a time of wealth and 
prosperity. But what the Israelites saw as a beginning of a new “Golden 
Age“ was really the end for them. It was Amos’s unhappy task to tell them 
of God's coming judgement. Within just 
 a few years Israel would no longer exist as a nation. They would continue 
to exist as a scattered people only by God’s unmerited grace. “The day of 
the Lord,” far from being a day of blessing, was going to be a day of 
darkness. By 722 B.C. Assyria would regain 
 its strength, and the Israelites would be conquered and exiled.

While Jeremiah prophesied 



 the fall of the Southern Kingdom of Judah, Amos was called to declare 
the judgment of the Northern Kingdom of Israel. We know little of his life 
aside from glimpses of information embedded in his book of prophecy, but 
we do know that he was from the village 
 of Tekoa (Amos 1:1), a few miles south of Jerusalem. This means that 
Amos was a prophet from the Southern Kingdom who was sent to minister 
to the Northern Kingdom. His prophecy contains lament about and 
response to the destruction of the kingdom of Israel 
 by the Assyrians.

Amos was a shepherd, a “herdsman 
 and a dresser of sycamore figs“ (7:14). He prophesied primarily to the 
Northern Kingdom of Israel during a time of political stability and great 
wealth. As they often did, the people of Israel saw this prosperity as a sign 
of God's blessing. But God used Amos 
 to tell them that this was not the case. Much of the nation’s wealth had 
been acquired by oppressing the poor and so their insincere worship was 
disgusting to God. Israel had rejected its calling to be a place where God's 
righteousness and justice was demonstrated 
 to the world. Because of their unfaithfulness, the Israelites would be 
punished severely. God would remain faithful to His people, however, and 
would restore what had been destroyed. Peace and blessing would come 
to Israel - and the world - through the coming 
 of the Messiah.

The prophet Amos knew he would 
 need to speak things that were unpopular. Seeing Israel’s sin and 
injustice, he couldn’t keep quiet. Amos denounced how the powerful were 
oppressing “the innocent and tak[ing] bribes and depriv[ing] the poor of 
justice in the courts,” while building “stone 
 mansions” with “lush vineyards” (Amos 5:11–12). Rather than maintaining 
his own safety and comfort by staying out of the fray, Amos named the 
evil. The prophet made good, necessary trouble. But this trouble aimed at 
something good - justice for all. “Let justice 
 roll on like a river!” Amos exclaimed (v. 24).

Justice and righteousness 
 in the treatment of other people are key evidences of a right relationship 
to the Lord. Religious observances in the absence of social justice are 
disgusting to God. Israel’s covenant with the Lord did not guarantee 
special protection for them when they broke 
 that covenant. Rather, it meant that they would be held to a higher 
standard of obedience. Thus, the “day of the Lord” would not be a time of 
miraculous deliverance for the unrepentant Israel. Rather, it would be a 
time of terrible destruction. Only by God’s 



 gracious mercy would a faithful remnant of Israel be preserved and 
someday see glorious restoration and blessing.

After denouncing what was 
 wrong, Amos describes firstly what action must be taken: "Do what is 
good and run from evil so that you may live!" (14a) and then says, "Then 
the Lord God of Heaven's Armies will be your helper, just as you have 
claimed” (14b).

It should be noted that those 
 who benefitted from the wrongdoing obviously thought their lives were 
comfortable because God approved of how they lived. How wrong they 
were! In verse 15a, Amos demands a new beginning: “Hate evil, love 
good; maintain justice in the courts”. Sadly, Amos’ 
 warnings went unheeded and Amaziah the priest of Bethel said, “Get out, 
you seer! Go back to the land of Judah. Earn your bread there and do 
your prophesying there” (7:12).

We might think that these 
 days in this country we are far from the wrong-doing of the Israelites, 
worshiping other gods, and dishonouring the one, true God, but are we? 
We don’t have to look far to see how far we have slipped from the days 
when most families had a Bible and at least 
 some knowledge of its contents. And that is what I can remember in my 
lifetime. We may think of obvious obsessions such as gambling, drugs 
and alcohol, but how about excessive playing of computer games and too 
much television, to say nothing of the mischief 
 that can be created on the internet. And there is still much exploitation of 
innocent people, loneliness and neglect. We have been poor stewards of 
the blessings that God has gifted to us - we only need to look at climate 
change to see that. It is no longer 
 time to be passive onlookers; each one of us needs to be involved and 
not stand by and watch injustice and wrong-doing take place. At the very 
least we can pray and ask for God’s help and guidance.

We have to face up to the 
 horrible but undeniable fact that sin forms a big part of our lives. But here 
is the good news: through our faith in Jesus, sin is no longer an 
overwhelming problem. Before we met Jesus sin defeated us but now, 
through His death on the cross, we can claim 
 His forgiveness. We no longer need to trudge through life with the burden 
of our sins and failures. If we own up to our sins, He is willing to set us 
free from them, so that we can be fully alive.

In the second reading in Mark 



 Chapter 10, the young man is able to tell Jesus that he has obeyed the 
commandments, but like many of us he hasn't jumped the gap between 
the letter of the law and the spirit of the law. He has almost made his 
obedience into a god in itself. However, Jesus 
 has identified his real god, his wealth.

If you consider your own life 
 and own lifestyle, can you see anything that you place before God 
without even realising it? Note the man's response; his ‘face fell'. Thinking 
back to Amos, the people seem to have had the same response to his 
challenge to them. Do we have the same response 
 when God highlights a similar challenge to us? How do we respond when 
we feel challenged by God?

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, if we are 
 left to ourselves, we like to play it safe, stay comfortable, keep quiet. But 
we know that You might ask something different. Help us discern what to 
do to honor You. Amen.

Prayer of thanksgiving and 
 intercession:

Almighty God, we thank You 
 for the gift of Your word – ‘a lamp for our feet and a light for our path' and 
the example set by Your son, Jesus Christ.

In our prayers for others, 
 we pray on behalf of those who are suffering because of world events, 
natural disaster, wars, and climate change and for those who find 
themselves suddenly in changed circumstances, bereavement, loss of 
job, or more joyfully, the birth of a child, or entering 
 a new opportunity. 

We pray for young people, 
 particularly in times of transition such as starting school or moving from 
primary to secondary, leaving school, and times of examination. We pray 
for those involved in ministry and mission work both local, nationally and 
internationally and we pray for guidance 
 for those making decisions in industry and government that they would be 
open to God's prompting, praying especially that we might be led by men 
and women with hearts after Your own.

We pray for those who are 



 in times of illness, financial hardship, or suffering from addiction. Father, 
hear our prayers for those who are suffering persecution because of their 
commitment to God and for those who are yet to make a commitment to 
God and accept Jesus as their Saviour. 
 We remember in silence now those who are especially dear to us…..

In Jesus’ precious name we 
 ask this. Amen.

4th hymn: JP 42 – "Father 
 I place into your hands"

Benediction:

May the grace of our lord 
 Jesus Christ,
the love of God
and the fellowship of the 
 Holy Spirit
be with us all, evermore. 
 Amen.


